International Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States–Organization of Work, Implementation and Major Group Participation

The implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action (BPoA) for the sustainable development of Small Island Developing States (SIDS), adopted at an International Conference in 1994, will be reviewed at the ten-year mark by an International Meeting, which will take place in Port Louis (Mauritius) from 10-14 January 2005. 

NGLS interviewed the Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, Anwarul K. Chowdhury, on 15 November 2004.
 Mr. Chowdhury also serves as the Secretary-General for this Conference.

The International Meeting will begin with informal consultations from 8-9 January. Formal meetings will get underway on 10 January with the plenary electing the President and the adoption of the rules of procedure of the meeting. On the same day, UN entities will make statements, and the Civil Society Forum, which will meet from 6-9 January, will present its report. The first day will close with the first panel discussion. The panels will then continue through 11 and 12 January. The High-Level Segment will open with the general debate on 13 January, followed by two roundtables. The final day of the International Meeting, 14 January, will continue with the High-Level Segment and two additional roundtables. 

Altogether there will be four panel discussions and four roundtables, which will be moderated by selected delegates. The themes of the panel discussions and roundtables are yet to be decided. Issues such as “vulnerability of small island States,” “capacity building” and “resource mobilization” have been brought up as possible topics.

It is planned that non-governmental organizations as well as other Major Groups will participate in the plenary meetings and the panel discussions. In the case of the panels, their moderators will decide upon the extent of NGO and Major Group participation. However, Mr. Chowdhury will advise the moderators to be particularly mindful of the contributions of Major Groups. Depending on the size of the roundtables, and the consent of Member States, he will also advise that up to three Major Group representatives participate in the roundtables. 

Mr. Chowdhury confirms the importance of civil society engagement particularly in the implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action, and calls for leadership and concrete measures to define this engagement. He expects civil society to define its own role in this process during the Civil Society Forum. Primary areas of engagement at the international level involve awareness raising and resource mobilization, and monitoring progress at the regional and national levels. To formulate the implementation process after the International Meeting, Secretary-General Chowdhury is planning to meet with the NGO Caucus on Sustainable Development, and UN partners such as NGLS in February 2005.

After a difficult start with delays in the construction of the conference centre, the logistical preparations are now progressing satisfactorily. NGOs and Major Groups will be provided with specific seating areas in the Plenary hall, and working space within the official venue. 

Substantive preparations are also well underway at the national, regional, and international levels. On the national level, Small Island Developing States have been preparing National Assessment Reports to help shape the agenda of the International Meeting. At the regional level, three preparatory meetings were held in late 2003 for the Pacific SIDS, Atlantic, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean, and the South China Sea (AIMS) SIDS, and the Caribbean SIDS. These meetings highlighted key challenges, opportunities and constraints faced by SIDS in implementing the Barbados Programme of Action. At the international level, the Inter-Regional Preparatory Meeting adopted the Nassau Declaration and the AOSIS Strategy Paper to prepare for the International Meeting. In addition, experts meetings were held on topics ranging from waste management to capacity building.

The 12th Session of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-12) undertook the final preparations for the International Meeting, including its agenda. The 3-day Preparatory Meeting was held from 14-16 April 2004 in New York. To finalize negotiations on the draft AOSIS Strategy Paper, three days of informal consultations were held on 7, 8 and 11 October 2004. The Facilitator for the consultations was Ambassador Don MacKay, Permanent Representative of New Zealand to the United Nations.

According to Mr. Chowdhury, about 60% of the draft outcome document has already been agreed upon. He is confident that the outcome documents will be ready for the High-Level Segment so that leaders can focus on their implementation. Additionally, he expects that a political declaration initiated by the host government, Mauritius, will be put forward. 

Contact: Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, Room UH-900, New York NY 10017, USA, telephone +1-212/963 7778 or +1-212/963 5051, fax +1-917/367 3415, website (http://www.un.org/special-rep/ohrlls/ohrlls/default.htm). 
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� The whole transcript of the interview can be found on the NGLS website at www.un-ngls.org.
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