Declaration by the African Civil Society
We, members of the African civil society, present at Hammamet, Tunisia, as part of the PrepCom I meeting held on June 24-26, 2004, express our deep concern as to the absence of regulatory mechanisms for the leading structures of the international civil society. This situation tends to compromise the harmonious and serene operation of our proceedings at such a crucial moment as the PrepCom I of the second phase of the Summit.

We, in fact, notice, with much amazement and regret, a series of abuses :
- Lack of transparency;
- Decisions taken collectively and called into question groundlessly; 
- Authoritarian abuses and monopolization of power, by excluding the greatest number from the decision-taking process, or by calling into question decisions taken at plenary sessions.

Another source of concern for us is the tendency of a group of persons not to respect the just and equitable rules of sharing positions of responsibility in all structures. 

This situation, despite a common and firm determination, has generated an unhealthy atmosphere reflected through the emergence of cleavages within civil society, resulting in a gap between the North and the South. In the face of this deplorable situation, we demand that:
- The international civil society endeavor to endow its structures with clear operating rules;
- These rules be founded on the values of ethics, solidarity, justice, equity, transparency and respect of plurality;
- Practical modalities be established to ensure their implementation.

We are determined to work for the scrupulous respect  of these principles to ensure that the Summit decisions contribute to the advent of more just, prosperous and solidarity-based societies in Africa and all over the world.

