About the Task Force on Financial Mechanisms (TFFM)

Preliminary consultations
In June 2004, the UNDP has undertaken informal and initial consultations with stakeholders and expert communities :

· 11 June 2004, Brainstorming Meeting at UNDP headquarters, New York 
· 24-26 June 2004, PrepCom-1, Hammamet, Tunisia 
· Brief on the Task Force (Word, PdF) 

· Remarks by Mr Shoji Nishimoto, Assistant Administrator and Director, UNDP (Word, PdF)
Formal launch and composition of the TFFM
The Task Force on Financing Mechanisms was formally launched on October 4th in New York (see press release).

Its composition is as follows : 

· Sérgio Amadeu da Silveira, Director-President, Instituto Nacional de Tecnologia da Informação, Brazil; 

· Ali Abbasov, Minister of Communication and Information Technologies of Azerbaijan; 

· Owen Barder, representative of the European Union on behalf of the Netherlands EU-Presidency; 

· Jim Crowe, Deputy Director, Foreign Affairs/United Nations and Commonwealth Division, Canada; 

· Mamadou Diop Decroix, Minister of Communications of Senegal; 

· Alar Ehandi, Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Look@World Foundation, Estonia; 

· Anriette Esterhuysen, Executive Director, Association for Progressive Communications; 

· Nissim Ezekiel, UNDP and earlier Executive Director, Commission on Private Sector and Development; 

· Jonathan Fiske, Senior Manager, Group Public Policy, Vodafone Group Services Ltd; 

· Representative from the Global Knowledge Partnership 
· Ayesha Hassan, Senior Policy Manager, International Chamber of Commerce; 

· Mohsen Khalil, Director, Global Information and Communication Technologies, the World Bank; 

· Sarbuland Khan, Director, Office of ECOSOC Support and Coordination, United Nations Department of Economic Social Affairs; 

· Ayisi Makatiani, Chairman, Gallium Venture Capital and CEO, African Management Services Company; 

· Zouhair Masmoudi, Director-General, Ministry of Communication Technologies and Transport, Tunisia; 

· Rajendra Pawar, CEO, NIIT, India; 

· Gisa Fuatai Purcell, ICT Secretary, ICT Commission, Samoa; 

· Ambassador Daniel Stauffacher, Swiss Executive Secretariat for WSIS; 

· Ichiro Tambo, Development Co-operation Directorate, Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), 

· Hamadoun Toure, Director, Telecommunication Development Bureau, ITU; 

· Pedro Urra Gonzàlez, Director, Infomed, Cuba; 

· George Vradenburg, President, Vradenburg Foundation, United States; 

· Yoichiro Yamada, Director, Specialized Agencies Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan; 

· Mohamed Yunus, Managing Director, Grameen Bank, Bangladesh.

Charles Geiger (Assistant Executive Director WSIS Secretariat) and Ambassador Janis Karklins (President of the WSIS Preparatory Committee for the Tunis Phase) are observers to the Task Force, so as to facilitate coordination with the Summit preparatory process.

For further information, Contact:  Radhika Lal, Policy Advisor, Bureau of Development Policy, United Nations Development Programme, tel.:  (212) 906-5020, or Edoardo Bellando, United Nations Department of Public Information, tel.:  (212) 963-8275.

